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Cuyahoga County Coroner's 
Office /-1 fhZ C-l-i i9 ~ 6 
Case # 76629 Pr - 3 ~ 11" Lly 6, 1954 
The following is a statement of Dr. Ri chard Allen Sheppard, 
a ge 64, married, 23048 West Lake Road, Bay Village, Ohio, 
relative to the homicide of Mrs. Marilyn Sheppard, Bay Village, 
Ohio. 
I was called by phone b y Dr. Richard's wife, approximately 
6 a.m. July 4. Dr. Ri1lchard's wife said something terrible 
had happened to Dr. Sam and Marilyn . And t hat Mayor Houk 
had called and tol d him that he thought that Marilyn was dead. 
And Sam was very badly injured. That Ri tchard and Dr . Steve 
were going to Dr. Sam's house. They wanted me to go t o the 
hosp i tal and be p repared to receive one or both or t hem , which 
they wo uld be send i ng in by ambulanc e. 
I immediately dressed, and got thing s ready to receive them. 
I would judge that about 10 minutes after I got to the hospital 
t he ambulance arrived. Along with Dr. Steve. And I was told 
that Marilyn was dead. And it was evident that Dr. Sam wasin 
bad condition. 
He was p laced on the stretcher, his clothi n g was remo ved. And 
Dr. Steve and the residents who were there took charge. The 
bo y s were trying to p rotect me, told me to not go to the house, 
and mo re or less took complete charge of the situation. Because 
I had just gotten on my feet from an attack of v i rus pneumo~ia. 
However I did notice that Dr. Sam's clothing , particularly the 
trousers were very wet. And t hat I felt that there were some 
valuables i n his pocke ts and that I removed his p urse from 
his left hip pocket. And I notic ed tha t this p ocket was stained 
from the leather of the p urse. I placed this without disturbing 
the contents in my left hand coat pocket and took the contents 
of his r ight s i de pants po cket out, whi ch consisted of , as I 
recall, a Mentholatum inhaler, and what I first t hough t was a wet 
habdkerchief, but turned out to be t hree wet, crammed together 
dollar bills, a small p enknife, and several other s ma ll thing s 
that I don 't recall. 
Th e boys took g e neral charge of t he case whi l e I moved around 
in a somewhat dazed c ond i t ion. Later I understood that t he 
coroner came in and I was introduced to him by Dr. Steve. 
He aske d if I had removed anything from Dr. Sam's clothing. 
And I said I had. He asked for them. I t u rned ove r to him,! 
the bil l fold and told him that I had not in any way opened i t 
to see what it contained. I then gave hi~ the contents of the 
other pocket includ ing the three dollar b ills. He op ened the 
bill fol d cl:nl my p resence and Dr. Steve. There was noth1ng in 
t h e bill comp artmen t and i n the check comp artment there was a 
check from the clinic for $1,000, very water-soaked. Th is 
check was taken out and the three dollar bil l s were straightened 
out and p laced ou ts ide the bil l ~mld, as I re call , but folded in. 






After this I went to my son's home, Dr. Richard, where my wife 
was, to gdive her a report . And I was back and forth f:tt!qu~mt ly 
dur i ng the day to see how Dr. Sam was progressing. 
Q. Can you tel l us at this t ime who examined Dr . Sam when 
he arr i ved at Bay View Hosp ital? 
.A. As I recall Dr. Steve arr i ved ahead of the ambulance and 
i mmediately took charge . 
Q. How long have you known Mar ilyn , Dr. Sam's wif e? 
A. About 14 or 15 years. 
Q. During t hat t ime do you know if they had any diffi culties? 
A. They were high school sweethearts and t hey had their l ittle 
ups and downs as most young fol~s do , but I would say they 
were a most devoted couple and were very happy ab out the 
possibil i ty of t he i r new baby . 
Q. Do you know of any dif f i culy or mi sunderstand ing Dr . Sam 
may have had with any patient or the i r fr iends or relat i ves ? 
A. I heard him discuss h i s dissat i sfact i on with t he contractor 
who had repaired h i s fire dai.11age. 
I also heard tea-t--ee-eaa him discuss that he had been 
threatened by the parent of the child which had recently 
been run over by a truck and had been brought i nto Bay View 
Hospital as an emergency. 
Q. Could you tell u s how recently that threat had been allegedly 
made? 
A. Within the last weekend. 
Q. Did he make a report to the Bay Pol i ce Dept? 
A. No. He did not p lace much i mportance on it. 
Q. Is t here anyth ing else you can tell us tha t may help? 
A. Nothing other than I understand that the dog is reported 
to be injured. I understand that Dr. Steve h a s made 
arrangements with a veterinarian. 
Q. Have you read this statement, and is it true? 
A. 
Signe~ Jlb~. \.~~ 
Witness - , -<' ~ / --r-4<(#?.e--= 
;>.(' 
Taken by ldo 
~:40 p.m. 
Witne~ - - " "~ 
